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How is My Child Doing in School? 

Counselors are often asked this question by parents.  We would ask that you visit first and foremost with 

your child and check the Parent Portal/PowerSchool on a regular basis.  If you have a need to visit 

directly with a teacher, contact them by email (addresses available on your Parent Portal) or direct call.  

You may call the school office to be transferred to teacher voicemail during the school day. 

 

Transcript Requests 

Students and past graduates are able to request their transcript be sent to colleges and universities by 

accessing the school website: http://www.west-fargo.k12.nd.us/Page/1773.  This link will direct you to 

Parchment where you can request your transcript online and it will be sent to the school of your choice 

electronically.  First, you will need to sign up for a free account.  Here are some Parchment Tips: 

• When creating your account, make sure to use a personal email address (NOT your school email 

address) and double check that your first and last name in Parchment are spelled exactly as they 

appear in PowerSchool. 

• If you already have a Parchment account simply sign in and order your transcript using the email 

and password you chose when you created your account. 

• During the last step of ordering a transcript, there is a box that is already checked which 

authorizes Parchment to store your transcript.  Leave this box checked. 

• Check that your transcript is accurate before placing an order. 

• If you took a dual-credit course, you are required to send an official transcript directly from 

NDSCS to the college(s) to which you apply.  To request transcripts from NDSCS go to: 

http://www.ndscs.edu/current-students/request-transcripts/. 

 

Financial Aid Information 

If you are the parent of a senior and are being 

asked to provide financial support for the cost 

of high education in the year of 2020-21, you 

need to complete the Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  The FAFSA is the 

essential starting point to obtain federal money 

of any sort including grants, loans, and work 

study.  Parents can file on the website 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa.  There is a 

worksheet available to assist parents and 

students before inputting the financial 

information on the web.  For any further 

questions, please contact your student’s school 

counselor at (701) 356-2055. 

 

West Fargo Area Scholarship Fund  
(Formerly Dollars for Scholars) 
 
The West Fargo Area Scholarship Fund 

scholarship application for 2020 graduates will 

be available in February.  The West Fargo Area 

Scholarship Fund relies on the generous support 

of local businesses, service organizations, and 

individuals who believe in investing in our 

youth.  Your nontaxable contribution is 

appreciated and reflects your pride in our 

students and your commitment to furthering 

the education of young people in our 

community.  For more information, contact one 

of the board members listed on our website:  

www.west-fargo.k12.nd.us/Page/1772, then 

choose West Fargo Area Scholarship Fund. 

http://www.west-fargo.k12.nd.us/Page/1773
http://www.ndscs.edu/current-students/request-transcripts/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
http://www.west-fargo.k12.nd.us/Page/1772


College Entrance Exam – ACT 

Some institutions and scholarship applications require an entrance exam for admission or consideration.  

There are two tests that will usually satisfy this requirement.  Most four-year colleges in our area use the 

ACT but will accept the SAT as well.  The ACT exam can predict how well a student will do in college.  The 

ACT exam measures skills in English, mathematics, reading, and science reasoning.  These areas are 

tested because they include the major areas of instruction in most high schools and college programs.   

In order to receive the results in time to meet application deadlines, we encourage seniors to retake the 

test early in the school year.  Seniors should test no later than February in order to have test scores 

available for consideration for most scholarships and some applications.  Listed below are the test dates 

and registration deadlines for the ACT.  The registration fee is $52 or $68 with the Writing Test.  Go to 

http://www.actstudent.org to register.  Students with documented economic need may be eligible for a 

fee waiver.  Students can visit with their school counselor for more information. 

2019-2020 Test Dates 

Test Date Registration Deadline ($30 Late Fee Required) 

September 14, 2019 August 16, 2019 August 17-30, 2019 

October 26, 2019 September 27, 2019 September 21-October 4, 2019 

December 14, 2019 November 8, 2019 November 9-22, 2019 

February 8, 2020 January 10, 2020 January 11-17, 2020 

April 4, 2020 February 28, 2020 February 29-March 13, 2020 

June 13, 2020 May 8, 2020 May 9-22, 2020 

July 18, 2020 June 19, 2020 June 20-26, 2020 

 

 

Junior Class ACT Testing 

ALL juniors will take the ACT or WorkKeys on 

Tuesday, March 3, 2020 with a makeup date 

scheduled for Tuesday, March 24, 2020 as 

mandated by the state. The ACT Assessment 

measures English, mathematics, reading and 

science reasoning skills and writing.  These areas 

are tested because they serve as an indicator of 

how well a student can perform the skills 

necessary for college course work.   

 

 

 

 

ACT Workshop 

West Fargo High School will host a two-night ACT 

workshop in February for students wishing to 

prepare for the ACT on March 3rd.  The workshop is 

presented by the ZAPS Learning Company.  In 

addition to learning helpful test-taking strategies, 

students will take a practice ACT test and receive a 

study guide.  The cost is $95 for the two-night 

session.  The first night is Wednesday, February 12 

from 4:15-6:45PM; the second night is Thursday, 

February 13 from 4:15-6:45PM.  All junior parents 

will receive a letter in the mail which explains more 

about the workshop and how to register.  Go to 

https://store.doorwaytocollege.com/seminarinfor

mation/act-seminar-details?id=9324 for additional 

information.  If you have questions, please contact 

Chasity Odden Heide at (701) 356-2055. 

http://www.actstudent.org/
https://store.doorwaytocollege.com/seminarinformation/act-seminar-details?id=9324
https://store.doorwaytocollege.com/seminarinformation/act-seminar-details?id=9324


Campus Visits 

One of the best ways to help students select a 
college is to visit the campus.  Parents are 
encouraged to visit the campus along with their 
child.  Students planning a college visit during 
school hours, should have their parent/guardian 
notify the attendance office at least two days prior 
to their visit.  Students will be issued a college visit 
form where they are required to make up all their 
work before leaving.  The form must be signed by 
all teachers before the student leaves and MUST 
be turned in to the attendance office prior to 
leaving.  These days will not be counted against 
their days of attendance.   
What Colleges Look For (Taken from College Info 
Service): 
 A challenging high school curriculum 
 An upward trend in grades 
 Solid scores on standardized tests 
 Involvement in activities 
 Community Service 
 Work or out-of-school experience 
 Well written essay 
 Letters of recommendation 
 Special honors, talent or awards 
 
 
 

North Dakota Academic and CTE Scholarship 
 

All seniors who graduate from a high school in 
North Dakota and receive a composite score of 24 
or higher on the ACT or a score of 5 on each of the 
three WorkKeys assessments and who meet a 
number of other requirements, may qualify for up 
to a $6,000 scholarship to a North Dakota post-
secondary institution offering at least a 2-year 
degree.  This includes ND state universities, ND 
private colleges, and ND two-year technical and 
community colleges.  The amount of each 
scholarship is $750 per semester or $1,500 for the 
academic year based on full-time enrollment.  The 
scholarships are renewable provided the student 
maintains a 2.75 grade point average while in 
college.  Review other requirements in the 
scholarship brochure and at 
https://ndus.edu/paying-for-college/nd-academic-
scholarship/.  Brochures are also available in the 
counseling office.  Students or parents may contact 
the counseling office with further questions. 
 

 

 

 

PSAT Results 

Students who participated in the PSAT exam on October 16, 2019 will have an opportunity to learn 
about their scores by attending score interpretation sessions. The score reports should arrive at WFHS in 
early December and the interpretation sessions will tentatively be scheduled for February.  Listen for 
announcements and check the PSAT Schoology page for more information as the date nears. The 
agenda will cover: 

- An overview of the four major parts of the PSAT/NMSQT results 
- A look at how to use your results in the Skills section 
- Information about the National Merit Scholarship Qualification (grade 11) 
- How to interpret your answers 
- Your next steps in planning your road to careers and college 
- An introduction to the features of My College QuickStart and your own personalized college 

planning kit 
If you are not able to attend one of the sessions, you can make an appointment to meet with your 

counselor to receive your test score report. Your counselor will review that report with you and answer 

any questions you may have.  

https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/SAO/brochure%20for%202019-20%20Revised%208-2019.pdf
https://ndus.edu/paying-for-college/nd-academic-scholarship/
https://ndus.edu/paying-for-college/nd-academic-scholarship/

